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	body text 1: The central theme of our current research focuses on organic matter in all natural environments. Organic matter is a fundamental constituent of the biosphere and the most important chemical source of reducing power that fuels all biogeochemical processes on Earth.  We are trying to understand the factors that control the formation, composition, and preservation of organic matter, which is central to comprehending the global geochemical cycles of life forming elements, the controls on atmospheric CO₂ concentrations, the generation of atmospheric O₂, and to elucidating the history of life on Earth. 
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